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Hamza Kadiri

Casablanca-based master woodworker Hamza
Kadiri hails from a long line of makers who share

a deep reverence for their materials, and he is
no exception. Each piece of wood sourced for
his new sculptural furniture collection was
chosen for its singularity, essence and inherent beauty.
Kadiri’'s expertise of rare, precious varietals of wood
honors natural grains and unique patterns for a
one-of-a-kind result.

When did you begin working with wood? I'll never forget
the moment | entered my uncle’s workshop at the age of
seven. He was one of the most respected woodworkers

in the Medina of Fez. | still remember the smell, the dry air
and watching each artisans’ slow movements. It was love

at first sight. Tell us about your latest collection. As an
artist, | listen to the wood—sometimes for months at a
stretch. The unique forms of a plank and veins in the wood
give off a particular emotion. These inspire me with original
ideas, although some may be a little crazy. My six new
pieces—side tables, credenzas, a bench and an armoire—
are a testament to this, including the Royal Ebony credenza
(shown). What’s next? Adding exciting new lighting designs to
my collection with Les Ateliers Courbet. ateliercourbet.com
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LagunaB

The iconic Venetian glassware company founded by the

late Marie Brandolini is heralding in a second chapter under

the leadership of her son, Marcantonio Brandolini d’Adda.

As ceo and creative director, his vision includes investing in

projects that support a range of initiatives, like the design
community at large, the environment and the city of Venice.

How are you thinking differently at LagunaB? When my mother moved
from Paris to Venice, glassmaking was a way of expressing her creativity.
Today, we are releasing more limited-edition pieces but still honoring her
vision. Sustainability is also top of mind for us with a new high-energy
production facility that allows for more energy efficient manufacturing, in
addition to a longstanding partnership with Green Future Project to offset
our CO2 emissions. What about the next generation? We have teamed up
with the Pilchuck Glass School in Washington to establish Autonoma, an
international glass artist exchange program in Murano. Face-to-face
interaction is also important to me, so we have a multifunctional brick and
mortar space in the works. Anything else? Alongside We Are Venice, we
recently introduced Vital, which aims to enhance the natural capital of the
Venetian Lagoon. Without this important waterway, our company and city
would not exist. lagunab.com
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Ecru

Founded by three childhood friends raised

in Kuwait, lifestyle brand Ecru draws upon

the ethos and cultures of Arab and Indian

hospitality for inspiration. With a dazzling

shopfront in Jaipur, Ecru collaborates with
craftspeople in India, Syria, Lebanon and Sri Lanka who
specialize in textiles, woodworking, glass, ceramics and
metalwork. Creative Director Nur Kaouji discusses the
company’s roots.

How did Ecru start? Growing up (with co-founders

Noor Al-Sabah and Hussah Al Tamimi) in Kuwait, we were
surrounded by expats, particularly Arab and South Asian
families. We were raised with an emphasis on the importance
of hospitality and tradition, including sharing meals with loved
ones. Our desire to carry on these rituals led us to launch
Ecru, a brand that comprises beautiful handmade objects
that elevate these interactions. Talk to us about your
homewares. What excites us is the incredible legacy of craft
around the world. We get to work with artists who keep
traditions like block printing and metalwork alive. At Ecru,

we are always looking to expand our artisan directory and
I’'m constantly on the hunt for inspiring people. How can
design make a positive impact on our lives? Life has a way
of throwing things at you, sometimes turning things upside
down. One of our greatest salvages is nature and through
nature, design. ecruonline.in
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Jomo Tariku

For Virginia-based, Ethiopian American industrial

designer Jomo Tariku, African culture has always played

arole in what he creates. As an advocate for change,

Tariku co-founded BADG (Black Artists and Designers

Guild) and continues to help move the needle forward
for global design and the contemporary interpretation of American craft.
The trailblazing talent’s work has even landed in major institutions
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Where did you learn to love design? Our home in Ethiopia was filled
with beautiful objects. My dad was an avid collector of interesting
pieces from Africa and around the world. During summer break, | would
sketch these objects not knowing it would eventually lead to a career
in design. How do African traditions play into your work? | did my
undergraduate thesis on creating a modern line of African furniture
and | have never wavered from that even though it has not been easy.
Design is supposed to be a global language but until recently you would
be hard pressed to find a contemporary African design by a Black
designer. | am always referencing my heritage. Even the inspiration
for my Nyala chair (shown) are the horns of shy, an elusive mountain
antelope from the Bale Mountains in Ethiopia. jomofurniture.com
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